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- Awash in Cashmere

In the hills of Tuscany, a lone American is churning cashmere goat’s milk into a soapy profit.
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t first glance, Mom Eravis might seem like just aninther

American expatriate on her sunny [hacre Tuscan farm—
if it weren't for the 89 cashmere goats and the baro
crammed with soap bars and bubble weap

Krovis, 31, is the sole cashmere-goat hreeder in

roducts in the world contuin

Traly, as well us the irventor of the only bea
ing-milk from the prized animals. In addition to scarves and shawls, her
Chianti Cashmer: Company produces all-natural milk soaps and motsturizers,
some scented with local herbs,

“The first veur | had the goats, | produced just 10 kilos of cashmere fiber"
¥rvis savs a5 she guicles visitors through her arginic farm, Li Penisola, situated
auside the tewen of Radda in Chignti “You can make scarves from that, but not

a lat of money, So the soap was an interesting . idea.”

Hut what gtarted as o curiosity now seems o be paving off. 1 started going
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ooms,” she savs, Tt was very hard to comvinee them, so Tout up the bars into lit

de picces and put simple haskes at the deshs. The goests kept emptying the
paskess and finally the hotels started tosell it in their shops.”
s orcders thay her extrm

Now these very hotels ane providing ber with so ma

prn has become n warchouse, and Erinds hasan assistant whospends hours hand-
nbeling the peoducts, The soap is now sold in cashmere stares in Chianri aned

Florenee, and online at chianticashmenscom. The big crunch began last sum-

mer, when representutives from Neiman Marcus drove up Kravis' kilometer
long driveneay to conrt het, Buyers from the prestigious Tralian beaury company
Santa daria MNewelbs weren't far behind

Bert Eravis is mbnealent about the business' mpid groveh, She still rises ar

s hetsell, After it's shipped 1o o lubarmtory for hedro

dawn 1o milke the go

tiom, the milk travels 10 two fagtories in northern Ty, where the birs dre cot

ancl stamped, This vear Kravis B planning to lounch n sunsereen procuct, using

the gnatmilk as o skin softener

“1 pever thouahe it was polng to get bdpoer than o local thing,” s Ers

v ahravs dorse this on oy own.” Before she can fnish the sentence, o neigh-
aommie ol hier herd himve windered sy She races off into the

— JACKIE COOPERMAN
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hillk e soened up lier prrecious [ock

Kravis' farm, La Penisela, overiooks the lush
Volpaia valley in the ftalian region of Chianti

Kravis with her fouwrth:

Clockwise from left: The
packaging for the hand
soups ks designed by Kravig
liguid soap in glass bottles;
spools of cashmers wool; just
kidding around on tho farm
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